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her, and allowed her to come to her own house for her confinement. She availed herself of the permission, and was delivered of Napoleon. " So that I can say I was conceived when Corsica was independent, and born when Corsica was French/' This last point was, of course, capital for him and for his dynasty.
Here perhaps may be noted the singular connection of Napoleon with Corsica. He was born there. He lived there till he was nine. With the first freedom of manhood he returns there. Of the period between January I, 1786, and June, 1793, he spends more than three years and two months in Corsica. Then he drifts away, never to see the island again, except for a moment on his return from Egypt, and in outline from Elba. Nevertheless, Corsica follows him and profoundly influences his career. During his early years on the island he had contracted a life-long feud, after the Corsican fashion, with Pozzo di Borgo. That vendetta was fateful, if not mortal. For to Pozzo di Borgo, more than to any other single man, is due the first overthrow of Napoleon.
After her flight from Corsica and her arrival at Marseilles, the Emperor's mother was once more, he tells us, in a desperate plight. She and her daugh-ters had not a farthing to live upon. He himself was reduced to an assignat of five francs, and was on the verge of suicide, being indeed on the brink of the Seine for that purpose, when a friend lent him money and saved him. His mother had thirteen children, of whom he was the third. C'est une maitresse femme.
He receives a letter from his mother, and, though he tore it up, is sufficiently moved by it to quote it to his companions. Its tenderness, indeed, might
2QZ of independence. The French generals took pity on
